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(Hebrews 12:21 

"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do 
you not perceive it? I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the wasteland." 

(Isaiah 43:18-19) 

Well, we all need a new perspective on life fro1n tin1e to time, don't we? It's too easy 
for us to dwell on the past; to rest on our laurels, or to gravel in our guilt. It's easy for 
us to reside within our c0111fort zones and say to ourse1ves, and sometimes to other, "I 
don't like change!" But we tend to forget the fact that, while not al1 change is growth, 
all growth is change; and God wants to grow us. I love the passage from Isaiah quoted 
above because it tells 1ne that, while He Hilnself does not change - ''Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever" (Hebrews 13:8) - still, our Lord is all about 
granting us new perspectives on life. He is all about wiping away our often treacherous 
and ugly past. He is all about challenging us to move beyond our fonner victories and 
the accolades we may have accmnulated to ourselves. He is always 1noving, instigating, 
redirecting, calling us onward and upward, giving us new insight and opportunities to 
rise above the n1undane world we try to create for ourselves so that we can sai1 to new 
heights of love and service to God and to others. 

One of the wisest things ever said to me came fro1n a wonderful sister in Christ who 
said, "Phil, don't trip over what lies behind you!" While I know that it's okay for me to 
ren1e1nber the past, to reflect on the past, and to learn from the past, it's not okay for 
me to live in the past. The Apostle Paul said, "forgetting what lies behind and reaching 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3: 13-14). Hey, it's a new year, a new day, a 
new opportunity for us to grow and to become ever more what He intend for us to be. 

Happy New Year,.... fJ,;f 
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